
Talent MATCH is a collaboration between:



Talent MATCH supports:
Museums
Arts
Tourism
Culture 
Hospitality



Talent MATCH Provides:

• Resources at acewilbc.ca/talent-match:

• Funding information

• Help connecting to post-secondary institutions 

• And finding the programs that suit your projects

• Tips on how to recruit and onboard students

• More HR tips & best practices

• One-on-one support

• Contact TalentMatch@acewilbc.ca



Mike Kennefick, PhD

National Lead – Rural development

Business Development Specialist
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Mitacs supporting collaborative research

Mitacs is a national, independent, not-for-profit 

organization that fosters growth and innovation.
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Our aim is to develop the next generation of 

researchers and innovators for Canada’s knowledge-

and innovation-based economy.

Mitacs supporting collaborative research

We bring together industry, not-for-profit organizations, 

community groups and post-secondary institutions to 

develop projects which solve business and societal 

challenges, while advancing academic research goals.
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Mitacs has the experience

21 years in operation
6,000+ 

company partners

117 
post-secondary partners 

in Canada

200+ staff, 30+ offices, 4 regional hubs: 

Vancouver | Toronto | Montréal | Ottawa

Mitacs is an independent, 

not-for-profit organization that

fosters global growth and innovation
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Promote
high-quality 
research

Attract new 
funding

Stimulate 
international 

research 
collaborations

Increase 
professional 
opportunities 
for students & 
researchers

Support 
flexible and 

collaborative 
research 
initiatives

Support all 
disciplines

Our program objectives
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Our programs

ACCELERATE

National research 

collaborations 

BSI 2.0

Strategic innovation 

projects



Accelerate
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Mitacs Accelerate 

Open to all

academic disciplines

No competition: Applications are accepted any time

Basic and applied research collaborations between academia & for-profit or 
not-for-profit* organizations

(1) Academic partner : Professor to supervise the project at an academic institution

(2) Industry partner : For-profit or not-for-profit* organizations as a research partner

(3) Intern : Any full-time/part time registered student to conduct the research 

Participation of undergraduate and graduate 

students, as well as postdocs 

in internship modules of 4 to 6 months



mitacs.ca | 12

More than 

14,000
internship modules

to be submitted in 

2021/2022

Both domestic and 

international 

students and 

postdoctoral fellows 

are eligible

Small- and large-scale 

multidisciplinary projects 

Funding from 

$15,000 to multi-million $

Over 95% 
application 

success rate

Quick, simple 

application process

Decision within 

6–8 weeks

Mitacs Accelerate 
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Mitacs Accelerate — strategic partners 

While Accelerate is a 

standalone funding program, 

it can be used in conjunction 

with certain other 

partnership programs.

In such cases, it means your Mitacs grant goes 

straight to the stipend or other research expenses and 

does not impact or detract from your other funding.
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Building research collaborations—Accelerate
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Core structure

An intern spends a minimum of 4-to-6 months — or 

one module — on a project. 

The intern spends a minimum of 

25% of their time at each site 

(post-secondary institution & 

partner organization)

You can have as many 

modules as you need.



mitacs.ca | 16

Mitacs Accelerate 

Researchers can have multiple 4- to 6-month modules with students

• Undergraduates up to 3 modules 

(over a 12-18 month period)

• Masters up to 4 modules 

(over a 16–24 month period)

• Doctoral up to 8 modules 

(over a 32–48 month period)

• Postdocs up to 9 modules

(over a 36 month period)
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Mitacs Accelerate 
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Mitacs Accelerate                       

Better leveraging is available for larger projects, enabling your 

research budget to go even further
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Example project with Museums

Example 1 – Accelerate Project



Accelerate -
Industrial 

Postdoctoral 
Fellowship (iPDF)
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Mitacs Industrial Postdoc 

1, 2, or 3 year 

collaborations 

Open to all 

academic disciplines

Postdoctoral researchers can 

secure longer-term funding for 

their research

• Opportunity to build longer-term collaboration

• Connect with a potential employer

• Build industry-ready skills
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Mitacs Industrial postdoc

Additional research expenses

$15,000 
per year for 1-3 years 

Annual Contributions

$30,000 
from partner

Salary/stipend for 

postdoctoral fellow

$45,000 
per year for 1-3 years



Business Strategy 
Internship



mitacs.ca | 24

Mitacs BSI

Structured to assist organizations’ innovation 

activities, help them improve their products, 

processes, or services.

$10k or 15k 
research grant

4 or 6 month 
innovation project

Academic supervisor or appropriate 

research staff member appointed by the 

institution to oversee the work
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OECD definitions

Four types of Innovation:

(1) Product innovation: A good or service that is new or significantly improved. This 

includes significant improvements in technical specifications, components and materials, 

software in the product, user friendliness or other functional characteristics.

(2) Process innovation: A new or significantly improved production or delivery method. 

This includes significant changes in techniques, equipment and/or software.

(3) Marketing innovation: A new marketing method involving significant changes in 

product design or packaging, product placement, product promotion or pricing.

(4) Organisational innovation: A new organisational method in business practices, 

workplace organisation or external relations.
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Example project with Museums

Example 2 – Business Strategy Internship Project

• Museum XX is looking to re-diversify its revenue mix through the recovery 

phase post-pandemic, to operate sustainably. The internship opportunity will 

develop a sponsorship business plan, and intersect donor development and 

major gifts into the strategy. The intern will be interacting with a board 

committee, the CEO, the agency, and corporate partners of Museum XX.

• Academic partner – Business School in BC

• Industry partner – Museum XX (Not-for-profit)



Expanded offerings
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Expanded partner eligibility for 2021

Municipalities/Regional Governments

• From economic development to sustainability, smart cities, cybersecurity, 

public health, infrastructure and more.

• Mitacs can work with municipalities of any size

Hospitals

• Mitacs can work with traditional Hospitals, or whatever a community 

considers a “Hospital” to be.

• Interns eligible is Hospital is not their typical work environment  
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Indigenous Pathways

• Indigenous projects

• The intern self-identifies as being Indigenous 

• OR the partner organization is 50% owned or greater by an individual that 

self-identifies as Indigenous

• Enhanced cost-sharing ratio for all internship units

• Accelerate

• $3750 from partner / $11250 from Mitacs

• Business Strategy Internship 

• $2500 from partner / $7500 from Mitacs

• $3750 from partner / $11250 from Mitacs
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SME Discount

• For a limited time, Mitacs is increasing funding for small and 

medium-size businesses (SMEs). 

• Not-for-profit organizations also eligible

• Enhanced cost-sharing ratio for 1st internship unit

• Accelerate

• $3750 from partner / $11250 from Mitacs

• Business Strategy Internship 

• $2500 from partner / $7500 from Mitacs

• $3750 from partner / $11250 from Mitacs



Request for researchers
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Companies seeking interns – national database

www.mitacs.ca/en/programs/accelerate/

researchers-wanted
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Thanks to our funding partners



QUESTIONS?



Thank you for your interest

mkennefick@mitacs.ca

(250) 859-5910

@MitacsCanada

linkedin.com/company/mitacs/


