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Territorial 
Acknowledgement

Thompson Rivers University campuses are on the traditional lands of 
the Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc (Kamloops campus) and the T’exelc 
(Williams Lake campus) within Secwépemc’ulucw, the traditional and 
unceded territory of the Secwépemc. The region TRU serves also 
extends into the territories of the St’át’imc, Nlaka’pamux, Tŝilhqot’in, 
Nuxalk, and Dakelh, and Métis communities within these territories.
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Agenda & Learning Outcomes

Apply Apply ideas and lessons learned from the TRU Résumé 

Catalogue within your own community of practice

Identify Identify strategies for collaborating with students, 

faculty, and employers as co-creators

Explore Explore how OER can support accessible and relevant 

career education resources



What Is the TRU 

Resume Catalogue?

• Sector Specific Resume Information on 
relevant, real-time resume and cover letter 
content and structure

• Valuable resource for TRU students, faculty, 
academic units

• Collaborative process with industry partners, 
technology specialists, and students (Research 
Assistants)

• Integrated appendix within TRU CEL Textbook 
From University to Career 

• Open Educational Resource accessed  
provincially, nationally, and globally



Challenge

• Difficult to locate and source student friendly 

resource materials

• Lack of strong, verified, accessible resources 

Solution

• Secure funding

• Plan to create free, accessible, relevant 

resources for students, faculty, and career 

educators

Why Develop a Resume Catalogue?



Why an Open Educational Resource?

• TRU Career & Experiential Learning was already working on 

OER textbook and it seemed like a natural addition

• A need for sample resumes that can be easily shared with students, 

and faculty across disciplines

• Can be updated, adapted, and expanded on   

• Collaborative philosophy and process

• Supporting other Career and WIL Educators



Funding & Development

Received TRU Open 

Educational Grants for 

3 years 2022, 2023, 

2025  

Allowed us to expand 

beyond simply a 

departmental 

resource or appendix



TRU Resume Catalogue Evolution

Version Date Change Details

1 2022 Book published Resume, cover letter, and sector resume chapters

2 2023 Added content Resumes added and revised

3 2025 Added content

•18 new resume samples across all sectors
•Updated hotspots descriptions
•Home chapter update with graphic
•Tourism sector
•Cover letter samples
•Table of contents
•Resume chapter update with activity
•Cover letter chapter update
•5 videos on resume sections
•AI prompts chapter
•Transferable skills assessment chapter with graphics and 
interactive exercise
•5 interactive activities for skills assessment



Collaborating with Students

• Hired 3 Student Research Assistants 

• Student Focus Group



Industry Stakeholders

HR Professionals and Hiring Managers

• Identified key skills and achievements

• Feedback on Resume Format and Presentation

• Focus Group

Collaborating with Industry



Resume 

Catalogue 

Stats

from Jan 

2026 - Today



Resume Catalogue Stats from Jan 2026  - Today

Total Visitors and Views



Open Education Sharing Widely

Regional, Provincial, National

• Local at TRU

• Conference Presentations

• CareerWise Article

• LinkedIn



Who’s Using It? 

• Our stats show that many Post Secondary 

Institutions across BC and Canada have been 

accessing and implementing the resource.

• Are you one of them?



Accessibility 

and Use of a Variety of 

Learning Modes

• Avatar video with transcripts

• Hot Spots

• Graphics

• Tables

• Interactive exercises

• PDF downloads and QR codes for mobile access



Maintenance & Sustainability

Challenges

• TRU Open Press no longer operational

• Limited Funding & Resources

• Importance of keeping the resource maintained and relevant

• Tech Expertise

• Time

Opportunities
• Collaboration with other Career Educators

• Collaboration with other Subject Matter Experts

• Exploring new funding models

• Exploring ways to involve and support students in development



Website Walkabout 

and Activity
• Home page

• Resume samples: Technology, 
Arts

• Cover letter samples: Arts, 
Business

• Avatar videos

• Skills Finder activity

• Reflection Exercise

https://resumecatalogue.pressbooks.tru.ca/front-matter/home/
https://resumecatalogue.pressbooks.tru.ca/front-matter/home/
https://resumecatalogue.pressbooks.tru.ca/chapter/science-and-technology/#h5pbookid=5&chapter=h5p-interactive-book-chapter-0511ce1c-d87f-4113-acfa-26f42b3f1a66&section=0
https://resumecatalogue.pressbooks.tru.ca/chapter/arts-and-humanities/
https://resumecatalogue.pressbooks.tru.ca/chapter/sample-cover-letters/#h5pbookid=30&chapter=h5p-interactive-book-chapter-45c9434d-63a1-4caf-baad-e371f75b0f28&section=0
https://resumecatalogue.pressbooks.tru.ca/chapter/sample-cover-letters/#h5pbookid=30&chapter=h5p-interactive-book-chapter-abcb5d32-2e2b-45db-b684-07f31e1a291e&section=0
https://resumecatalogue.pressbooks.tru.ca/chapter/resume-sections-explained/
https://resumecatalogue.pressbooks.tru.ca/chapter/resume-sections-explained/
https://resumecatalogue.pressbooks.tru.ca/chapter/skills-finder-activity/
https://resumecatalogue.pressbooks.tru.ca/chapter/skills-finder-activity/
https://resumecatalogue.pressbooks.tru.ca/chapter/reflection-exercise/
https://resumecatalogue.pressbooks.tru.ca/chapter/reflection-exercise/


Activity

1. Open the Resume Catalogue

2. Navigate to the Skills Finder activity

3. Pick 1 of the 5 skills and do the 
activity!



Discussion

How could you utilize 

the Skills finder 

activity and Reflection 

exercise with your 

students or clients?

How can we continue 

to improve this?



Thank You

Questions?

Leanne Mihalicz
lmihalicz@tru.ca

Angel Masano
masanoangel@gmail.com

Sarah Gibson
sgibson@tru.ca
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